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Central Station Newsletter 

San  Fra nc i s c o   

Po l i ce  Depar t me nt

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 
Captain Paul Yep’s Message  

Captain Paul Yep 

Commanding Officer Central Station 

Auto Burglaries (Break-ins) in the Central District 

Auto Burglaries (Theft from Vehicle) is one of my top 

enforcement priorities for the Central Police District.   

Every day I read multiple incident reports regarding 
cars that have been burglarized in our neighborhoods. 
The officers at Central Station and I feel horrible for 
every person victimized by this crime.  We know many 
of the victims are tourists, shoppers, visitors, neighbors, 
and family members.  Too often our residents have 
been victimized multiple times and I consistently hear 
about broken window glass littered on our streets and 

sidewalks. 

There were 372 reported incidents in the Central District 
in the month of April alone!  The other monthly totals 
from 2017: January had 432 reported incidents;     
February had 355 reported incidents; and March had 

405 reported incidents.  Yes!  Way too many! 

I asked our Crime Analysis Unit to take an in-depth look 
at the data for our District.  Here’s what we know:    
Auto Burglaries happen every day of the week, slightly 
more often on Mondays and Tuesdays, but there is not a 

significant difference from the other days of the week.   

Ninety percent of Auto Burglaries occur between 
8:00AM to Midnight. Seventy percent occur between 
8:00AM to 8:00PM, during daylight hours!  Seventy 
seven percent of Auto Burglaries occur on the street; 
Fifteen percent occur in parking lots; and eight percent 
occur in public garages.  Bay Street at the               
Embarcadero and Northpoint Street at Taylor Street 

are the top two repeat locations in the district. 

Most of the criminals indulging in this particular crime 
work in teams.  They do surveillance, have “spotters” 

and have “getaway” cars.  They are fast and elusive! 

Continues on page 2 

Next Community  

Meeting: 

Monday, June 5, 2017 

6:00p.m.-7:00p.m. 

Taj Campton Place 

340 Stockton 

Thank you for          

subscribing to our  

Newsletter! 

 

Please follow us on  

Twitter @SFPDCentral 
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Continued from page 1 

The Central Station Street Crimes Unit (plain clothes team) has been working diligently and tirelessly to catch 
these criminals.  They, along with the Patrol Bureau Task Force, have arrested 44 suspects in 29 separate 
incidents in the Central in the last two months alone!  We are also working closely with District Attorney’s  
office to prosecute the offenders.  We hope to monitor future convictions and sentencing to see what penalty 

the offenders will receive. 

I find it troublesome that we are making so many arrests and yet the crime statistics have not been          
significantly decreasing.  But, we will continue to make more arrests and we are not deterred from taking 

enforcement action. 

How can you help?   

 Do NOT leave any property in your parked car.    
 Report suspicious activity in your neighborhood (take a photo or video of the suspects and their vehicles 

if safe to do so).   
 
If you are the victim of an Auto Burglary you can report the crime through our non-emergency dispatch 
phone number, 415-553-0123, go to any police station or make an on-line report, http://

sanfranciscopolice.org/reports. 

Be safe everyone! 
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Central Station Crime Update 5/1/17 - 5/20/17 
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San Francisco Police Make Arrest in Central District Homicide 

 

On March 11, 2017 at 1:35AM, San Francisco Police officers responded to 500 block of Green 

Street in the Central District regarding a shooting. Upon arrival, the officers found the victim, 

Oswaldo Fuentes, twenty-one year old, Fairfield resident, suffering from multiple gunshot 

wounds. San Francisco Fire Department paramedics responded and rendered aid, but           

unfortunately Fuentes succumbed to his injuries at San Francisco General Hospital. 

 

San Francisco Police Homicide Investigators commenced an investigation that led to the identities 

of the suspects. On May 9, 2017, SFPD Narcotics Investigators located and arrested Juan 

Lopez-Palacios, a twenty-seven year old, Hayward resident, on the 22000 block of South   

Garden Avenue in Hayward. Two additional suspects were also arrested in connection with this 

homicide: Dean Mareta, a twenty-six year old, San Francisco resident, was arrested on the unit 

block of Shotwell by Mission Station officers; Vidal Sandoval, a thirty-nine year old, Oakland 

resident, was arrested in Oakland. SFPD Homicide Investigators were notified and after the 

conclusion of interviews, all three suspects were charged for murder, conspiracy, and            

subsequently booked into San Francisco County Jail. 

 

 

 

Arrest - Stolen Property – Auto Break-in – 600 Block of Sutter Street – 05/12/2017, 1524hrs 

Central Station plain clothes officers were     

notified of a burglary suspect inside of a    

garage at this location.  The witness followed 

the suspect to another parking garage on   

Minna Street.  The Officers went to the Minna 

Street location and met with the witness, a 

parking lot attendant.   With the assistance of 

surveillance video and the parking attendant’s 

statements the Officers were able to locate the 

suspect and take him into custody. The suspect 

had broken into several vehicles at both locations.  All of stolen items were recovered and     

returned to the rightful owners.  The suspect was charged with three counts of possession of   

stolen property and an outstanding warrant for his arrest. 
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Incidents of Note 
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Arrest - Burglary Residence – Mail Theft - Union Street – 05/13/2017, 1430hrs 

Central Station plain clothes officers working in the area noticed a suspicious male walking on 

Union Street towards Taylor Street. This individual peered into the doorways of numerous homes 

as he walked through the neighborhood. The Officers realized this behavior was indicative of a 

mail theft suspect and the team continued to follow him. Eventually the suspect entered the        

residential lobby of a building, where he took several pieces of mail and packages that       

belonged to some of the residents. The suspect emerged from the building a short time later. As 

he was going through the stolen mail and packages, the Officers placed him under arrest.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrest - Mail Theft – Vallejo Street – 05/12/2017, 1501hrs 

Central Station Officers reviewed a crime bulletin, which listed a female suspect recently     

identified to be responsible for mail theft in the area. Witnesses reported that she used a long 

pole to “fish” items from doorways. The Officers, while later patrolling on the 1100 block of 

Vallejo Street, located the female suspect who they recognized from the photograph in the 

crime bulletin. She was carrying a long pole and walking with another unknown associate. The 

Officers arrested the suspect for petty theft and possession of burglary tools.   
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Each month Central Police Station features one  

of its officers in an effort to learn more about the  

men and women who police our neighborhood.  

This month, we interviewed Sgt. Arlin Vanderbilt,  

a 4-year member of Central Police Station.  

Sgt. Vanderbilt was born in California, but raised in Wisconsin. He attended Badger High 

School in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. After high school, he attended University of Wisconsin 

and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Sociology. 

Sgt. Vanderbilt joined the San Francisco Police Department in February 1995. After    

graduating from the Police Academy, he was assigned to Park Station for field training.  

After field training, he was assigned to Richmond Station for probation. After probation, he 

was assigned to Taraval Station. He had also worked at Mission Station and Southern   

Station. As an officer, he was a Field Training Officer and Specialist Team Member. 

Sgt. Vanderbilt was promoted to Sergeant in 2002. As a Sergeant, he has worked with the 

Tactical Unit, Vice Crimes Division, Special Victims Unit and Robbery Unit. In 2013, he took 

his transfer to come to Central Station. While at Central Station, he worked as a Patrol 

Sergeant and Plain Clothes Sergeant. He is now working in the Station Investigation Team 

at Central Station and has solved many cases. 
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Join the San Francisco Community Police Academy  

The Community Police Academy is a ten-week program that is designed to inform interested participants about various aspects of 

municipal policing, including emergency communications, first aid, patrol procedures and so much more.  Classes meet once a 

week on Thursdays.   Students also get to participate in a ride-along with police officers at the end of the program. 

 

The San Francisco Police Department's goals are to develop community awareness through education and to develop a closer 

understanding and relationship between the San Francisco Police Department and its communities. Members of the community are 

encouraged to join and learn about the San Francisco Police Department. Participants are encouraged to ask questions and offer 

comments within each class. The next class is scheduled to start on Thursday, June 22, 2017 from 6:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  Classes 

will be held at San Francisco Police Headquarters, 1245 – 3
rd

 St. with some being off-site.   We encourage anyone 18 and over 

and living or working in San Francisco to attend. Applications are being accepted on an on-going basis. 

 

The Community Police Academy participants are selected by the program coordinators after an application process. Enrollment is 

limited to twenty-five students per class.  

 

For more information, please go to http://sanfranciscopolice.org/community-police-academy or email sfpd.cpa@sfgov.org.  
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Applying is Easy! 

1. Apply with the City and County of San Francisco at www.jobaps.com/sf (Entry Level (Q-2) Police     
Officer) 

2. Go to www.nationaltestingnetwork.com, choose law enforcement, and register to take the San        
Francisco exam ($45). Financial assistance is available. 

3. Choose an available exam date that's convenient for you. 

4. Schedule your exam. 

5. You will receive an email confirming your exam date, time and location. 

Career Opportunities 

http://www.jobaps.com/SF/sup/bulpreview.asp?R1=CCT&R2=Q002&R3=060667
http://www.nationaltestingnetwork.com/
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W e, the members of the San 
Francisco Police Department, are 
committed to excellence in law        
enforcement and are dedicated to the 
people, traditions and diversity of our 
City. In order to protect life and     
property, prevent crime and reduce the 
fear of crime, we will provide service 
with understanding, response with 
compassion, performance with    
integrity and law enforcement with 
vision. 

 
 

EMERGENCY: 911 

Non-Emergency: 553-0123 

Cell Phone 911: 911 

Customer Service Center: 311 

Central Station: 315-2400 

Captain Paul Yep 315-2480 Paul.Yep@sfgov.org 

Patrol Lieutenants 315-2400 

Anonymous Tip-Line 392-2623 

S.A.F.E. 553-1984 

Website: www.centralpolicestation.org 

SFPD Tip Line: 575-4444 

Chinese Tip Line: 315-2435 

Text a Tip: 847411 (Tip 411) 

Blessing Scam Hotline: 553-9219 

Graffiti Abatement: 850-6951 

Central Events: 315-2446 – Sgt. Francis Feliciano 

Central Permits/              

Code Abatement: 

315-2423 – Officer Steve Matthias 

Deputy City Attorney: 554-3820 – Jill Cannon 

Dept. of Parking &   

Traffic: 

553-1943 

DPW Dispatch 695-2020 

http://www.centralpolicestation.org

