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Central Station Newsletter 

San  Fra nc i s c o   

Po l i ce  Depar t me nt

Thursday, June 29, 2017 
Captain Paul Yep’s Message  

Captain Paul Yep 

Commanding Officer Central Station 

In its October 2016 review of the San Francisco Police 
Department policies and practices, the U.S. Department 
of Justice Collaborative Reform Initiative’s report 
recommended “The City and County of San Francisco 
should strongly consider deploying ECWs (electronic 
control weapons; i.e., Tasers)” as a potential means of 
reducing officer-involved shootings and reducing injury 

to community members and officers. 

At the June 21, 2017 meeting of the San Francisco 
Police Commission, Police Chief William Scott presented 
the following key points regarding ECWs (also known 
as Conducted Energy Devices, or CEDs) and the 
department’s multi-pronged strategy for incorporating 

such devices while addressing public concerns: 

 SFPD is dedicated to deploying the best policies 
and practices to ensure effective law enforcement 

services in the safest manner possible. 

 Independent research has shown CEDs decrease the 
risk of injury to all parties involved in a police 

encounter where force is used. 

 DOJ has found that the use of CEDs is associated 
nationally with a decrease in citizen injury of 

60%. 

 DOJ has found that the use of CEDs “carries with 
it a risk as low as or lower than most 

alternatives.” 

 Officers need an additional intermediate force 

option 

 DOJ has found that physical force options (e.g. 
baton, hand strikes) are associated with 
increased risk of injury to citizens of 50% and to 

officers of 300%. 

 CEDs provide an intermediate option while 
reducing the likelihood of injury to all parties.
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Continued from page 1 

 SFPD has a duty to decrease injury to citizens and to its employees to the extent reasonably possible. 
CEDs are tools that demonstrably achieve those goals without exposing the community to significant 

known risk. 

 SFPD has maintained that it will comply with all DOJ recommendations regarding the Department. DOJ 

data overwhelmingly supports the use and deployment of CEDs. 

The SFPD understands and acknowledges the public’s concerns: 

1) Studies show CEDs are used nationally disproportionately against people of color and those with mental 

health issues. 

2) CEDs can lead to deaths. 

3) CEDs often don’t work. 

4) CEDs appear to be incompatible with de-escalation principles. 

Community concerns should be tempered with the known data and research available: 

1) While CEDs nationally are used disproportionality against people of color, the DOJ’s review of SFPD 
found no correlation between the severity of force used and the citizen’s race. CEDs are a force option 
like any other: SFPD will continue to monitor all uses of force and ensure that force is deployed only 
when necessary and appropriate. In accordance with DOJ recommendations, SFPD has improved its data 

collection techniques and supervisorial oversight to ensure that uses of force are effectively monitored. 

2) CEDs can lead to death, but so can any use of force. DOJ found that CEDs pose no heightened risk of 

death or serious injury as compared to other less-lethal force options. 

3) No force option is effective 100 percent of the time. It’s important to compare the efficacy of the devices 
with other force options. On the greater weight of the published scientific evidence, the CED has the 
highest effectiveness rating compared to other less than lethal force options. Other options are more 
likely to have a lower probability of effectiveness and higher probability of injury to the subject and the 
officer. According to the Mesloh study, the CED in the first application has a higher probability of success 
than other less than lethal force options. That effectiveness rises to 81 percent more successful over other 

less than lethal force options in its third application. 

4) CEDs are entirely compatible with de-escalation principles: they are merely an additional tool to be 
used in conjunction with de-escalation techniques. CEDs are a force option, like any other, the use of 
which shall be permitted only in accordance with a strict policy. SFPD is committed to de-escalation 
principles and deploying a new technology alongside that strategy is the most effective way to ensure 

SFPD personnel learn how to effectively use both. 

The SFPD intends to address the public’s concerns and minimize negative outcomes by using a multi-pronged 

strategy that includes: 

1) A comprehensive policy 

2) Robust training 

3) Strong supervision 

4) Extensive oversight and accountability measures. 

 

Please visit http://sanfranciscopolice.org/conducted-energy-devices for SFPD Conducted Energy Devices 

Policy and other information regarding Conducted Energy Devices. 

http://sanfranciscopolice.org/conducted-energy-devices
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We would like to congratulate Sgt. Dominic Panina,  

Sgt. Joseph Fischer and Sgt. Patrick Tobin on their  

retirement on June 19, 2017. We wish you all the best! 

Central Station and the Central District will miss you all! 
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Central Station Officers were recognized by the Board 

of Supervisors for using their Crisis Intervention Trained 

skills and talked a person off a ledge of a building. 
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Central Station Crime Update 6/4/17 - 6/24/17 
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Exhibiting a Deadly Weapon, Road Rage - Clay & 

Taylor Street - 06/01/17, 11:48 pm 

Officers responded to the area of Clay & Hyde Streets on 

the report of male with a gun pointing it at several 

drivers.  Upon arriving in the area, officers were unable to 

locate the suspect.  Eventually the officers located the 

vehicle as the suspect turned into his residence. The officers 

located several weapons and ammunition. The suspect 

was placed under arrest. 

 

       Burglary Vehicle - Clay & Front Street -  

       06/02/17, 03:24 pm 

A suspect walking northbound on Montgomery 

Street was casing vehicles unaware that Central 

Station Plainclothes Officers were observing his 

unusual behavior.  Eventually the suspect located a 

vehicle, shattered the window and removed several 

bags of property.  Officers arrested the suspect 

with the stolen property still in his possession and 

returned it to the owners. 

 

 

 

Possession of Firearm – Unit block of Pleasant Street – 

06/09/17, 07:11 pm 

Plainclothes Officers located and apprehended a suspect with a 

Felony warrant recently released from Psychiatric Emergency 

Services. Officers served a search warrant on the suspect’s 

residence and discovered several firearms including an extremely 

large amount of ammunition and a large volume of highly 

explosive fireworks. The suspect was placed under arrest. 
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Aggravated Assault, Elder abuse – 700 block of Kearny Street – 06/09/17, 08:21 pm 

Central Station Officers responded to the area of Portsmouth Square 

where a male was swinging a stick at bystanders in the area. Officers 

located and detained the suspect and were able to locate two victims 

who positively identified the suspect. One victim was injured and treated 

at the scene by paramedics. The suspect was taken into custody and 

placed under arrest. 

 

 

 

Firearm Arrest – Larkin / Broadway – 6/18/17, 04:33 am 

A Ford Fusion traveling southbound on Hyde failed to use his 

turn signal. On approach, the officers smelled the odor of 

marijuana and conducted a search of the vehicle. They 

discovered not only contraband drugs/narcotics, but also a 

fully loaded Glock 27 .40 Caliber firearm. The suspect was 

arrested and booked on multiple weapons related charges 

as well as a possession of narcotics.                    

 

 

 

 

Warrant Arrest – 1100 block of California – 6/14/17, 02:33 am 

Officers responded to Grace Cathedral regarding a 

potential suicidal male in possession of a pellet gun.  Upon 

arrival, Officers confronted an extremely upset male who 

was grieving over the death of his dog.  Officers were 

able to talk the suspect into complying, which resulted in no 

one being injured.  Officers retrieved the blue plastic 

pellet gun and the suspect was booked on an outstanding 

no bail felony warrant from CDC for a parole violation.               
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Warrant Arrest - 700 block of Kearny Street - 06/13/17, 07:53 am 

Central Station Officers responded to the area of Portsmouth Square 

where a male was swinging a machete around.  Upon arrival, 

Officers located and detained the suspect and were able to locate the 

machete.  A computer check revealed that the suspect had several 

outstanding warrants. The suspect was taken into custody and placed 

under arrest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malicious Mischief Vandalism - Washington Street - 06/13/17, 03:46 pm 

Central Station Officers responded to the area of Geary & 

Leavenworth Streets where a male was vandalizing a 

crosswalk signal box with a metal pipe.  Upon arrival, Officers 

made several attempts to get the suspect to drop the metal 

pipe, but the suspect refused and ran away. Officers followed 

and continued to talk to the suspect to de-escalate the 

situation, but with no success.  Finally after the deployment of 

an ERIW (Extended Range Impact Weapon), a “bean bag” 

gun, the suspect dropped the pipe and was taken into custody 

and placed under arrest. 
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Each month Central Police Station features one  

of its officers in an effort to learn more about the  

men and women who police our neighborhood.  

This month, we interviewed Officer Minh Du,  

a 9-year member of Central Police Station.  

Officer Minh Du was born in Vietnam. He came to California when he was young and     

attended George Washington High School After high school, he attended San Francisco 

State University. 

Officer Du joined the San Francisco Police Department in June 2007. After graduating 

from the Police Academy, he was assigned to Southern Station for his field training. After 

field training, he remained at Southern Station for his probation station, but was later     

assigned to Central Station to complete his probation. After probation, he remained at 

Central Station and has been here since. 

Officer Du has worked in patrol for six years at Central and did one year as a Housing 

Officer. He is currently the Chinatown Beat Officer and can be seen walking around      

Chinatown. 

Officer Du’s favorite thing about Central is interacting with the friendly community,       

merchants and tourists who show a lot of support to law enforcement and appreciate the 

police work. 
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Applying is Easy! 

1. Apply with the City and County of San Francisco at www.jobaps.com/sf (Entry Level (Q-2) Police     
Officer) 

2. Go to www.nationaltestingnetwork.com, choose law enforcement, and register to take the San        
Francisco exam ($45). Financial assistance is available. 

3. Choose an available exam date that's convenient for you. 

4. Schedule your exam. 

5. You will receive an email confirming your exam date, time and location. 

Career Opportunities 

http://www.jobaps.com/SF/sup/bulpreview.asp?R1=CCT&R2=Q002&R3=060667
http://www.nationaltestingnetwork.com/
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W e, the members of the San 
Francisco Police Department, are 
committed to excellence in law        
enforcement and are dedicated to the 
people, traditions and diversity of our 
City. In order to protect life and     
property, prevent crime and reduce the 
fear of crime, we will provide service 
with understanding, response with 
compassion, performance with    
integrity and law enforcement with 
vision. 

 
 

EMERGENCY: 911 

Non-Emergency: 553-0123 

Cell Phone 911: 911 

Customer Service Center: 311 

Central Station: 315-2400 

Captain Paul Yep 315-2480 Paul.Yep@sfgov.org 

Patrol Lieutenants 315-2400 

Anonymous Tip-Line 392-2623 

S.A.F.E. 553-1984 

Website: www.centralpolicestation.org 

SFPD Tip Line: 575-4444 

Chinese Tip Line: 315-2435 

Text a Tip: 847411 (Tip 411) 

Blessing Scam Hotline: 553-9219 

Graffiti Abatement: 850-6951 

Central Events: 315-2446 – Sgt. Francis Feliciano 

Central Permits/              

Code Abatement: 

315-2423 – Officer Steve Matthias 

Deputy City Attorney: 554-3820 – Jill Cannon 

Dept. of Parking &   

Traffic: 

553-1943 

DPW Dispatch 695-2020 

http://www.centralpolicestation.org

